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Send comments, suggestions, and  
questions to dc@gstboces.org 

Visit http://dc.gstboces.org
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There are lots of things 
happening in February!

Presidents Day
February 17th, 2020

 

Valentine’s Day
February 14th, 2020

DigCit Commit
February 11-12th, 2020

Explore Digital Democracy.  

Look up information about 

some of our great 

presidents, or read about 

the upcoming election next 

November, or follow the 

current events in the 

Senate. 

Think of some new ways to 

celebrate Valentine’s day as 

a Digital Citizen. Check out 

our Conversation Hearts 

poster. 

DIGCIT COMMIT is a FREE 

online global gathering of 

students and educators 

committed to redefining 

digcit that features a line up 

of speakers.  

You’ll hear inspiring 

keynotes; student, educator 

and parent presenters; and 

showcase stories on digcit 

initiatives. 
   

Join the conversation on 
Twitter using #digcitcommit

SPAM&
PHISHING

Revisiting Familiar Topics - Spam & Phishing
Using Email is required of all Digital Citizens. Spam and Phishing continue to challenge us. 
Here are some more tips to help you understand and deal with Spam and Phishing.

Use these tips to minimize how 
much spam you receive. 

•Try determine which messages are 
spam and avoid opening them.  
Also, avoid clicking on links in those 
messages. 

•Don’t be tempted to reply to spam 
messages. Just delete them and forget 
about them. 

•Don’t buy anything from a spammer. 
You risk comprising your security and 
infecting your computer and you also 
reward and encourage the spammers. 

•Avoid ‘unsubscribe’ options. Clicking 
them will confirm that your address is 
active and probably attract even more 
spam. 

•Be wary about giving out your main 
email address. If in doubt, it is a good 
idea to use a alternate (anonymous or 
free account) email address. 

•Set up a disposable email address. Use 
some of the free email services to set up 
these accounts. If they start to receive a 
lot of spam you can just delete the 
account. 

•Don't reveal your email address on 
your website. Use a web contact form 
instead.

Phishing scams are messages that try to 
trick you into providing sensitive 
information. These often appear to come 
from a bank or another trusted source, and 
they'll usually want you to enter a 
password, verify a birth date, or confirm a 
credit card number. Phishing messages may 
look real enough at first glance, because it’s 
surprisingly easy for scammers to create 
convincing details.  

• Scammers often create websites and 
email addresses that use slight 
variations of the real address such as 
bankofamercan.com rather than 
bankofamerica.com. 

• Fraudulent emails often use subject 
lines that look important and show 
concern for your safety. Who wouldn't be 
concerned about an alert on a bank 
account! 

• Be suspicious. Just because what you are 
seeing looks identical to an official logo, 
doesn't make it authentic. 

• Phishing scams often suggest that 
failure to respond immediately will 
result in negative consequences, like a 
freeze on your bank account.

Don't be tricked by phishing 
attempts. Use these tips to help.

For more information: 

     Register for the event  
     http://go.gstric.org/306-commit  

     Learn about DIGCIT  
     COMMIT competencies  
     http://go.gstric.org/306-comps 
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BENEFITS & OUTCOMES TESTIMONIALS

Students often ask to go onto 
iRead throughout the day. iRead 
provides our students with 
individualized lessons that target 
skills to ensure progress to their 
next level of reading, and 
promotes a feeling of success 
and a positive view of learning to 
read! 

“Kids are much more 
engaged with iRead than 
other computer programs. 
The lessons that are taught 
on iRead help to strengthen 
the foundational skills 
needed to become a fluent 
reader.”
    - ECSD KDG Teacher

“The more you read, the 
more badges you get on 
iRead.”
    - ECSD 1st Grade Student

Reading teachers like the 
structure that these programs 
provide, and are impressed with 
the gains made by students 
immersed in the programs.  At 
Broadway Academy, 56% of the 
most struggling readers showed 
growth in accuracy and fluency.  
Overall, 54% of our students who 
received daily reading instruction 
with the Read180 program 
exceeded average growth!

The different activities in 
Read180 hold the students' 
interest and allow me the 
chance to meet with them as 
a small group to see how 
they are progressing.    
    - ECSD 7th Grade Teacher

"I like Read180 because you 
get to watch a video on the 
topic you're reading about." 
    - ECSD Student

Teachers and students alike are 
loving the opportunities and 
benefits that this new resource is 
providing like increasing student 
background knowledge, giving 
students choice in reading, and 
providing a reliable place to 
access informational text. In 
addition to these features, this 
program is adaptive to students 
Lexile reading levels based on 
students responses to standards 
based questions within Newsela. 

"I love using Newsela. My 
favorite part is the ability to 
carry on a digital, instant and 
formative conversation with 
the students as they read the 
article."    
    - ECSD 6th Grade Teacher  

“We use Newsela often in 
class. I like it because we are 
allowed to pick an article that 
we are interested in and it is 
something I want to read. 
    - ECSD 7th Grade Student 
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In today’s society, it is important to recognize that our students are connecting with the world in a different way. The Educators 
at ECSD are embracing the power that technology can have in order to engage today’s students in this digital age. Literacy has 
been an important initiative in the Elmira City School District.  As a result, the district has invested in some new interactive 
technologies for engaging today’s learners in the area of literacy. The newest of these programs that are being implemented 
throughout ECSD include: iRead (Grades K-2), Read180 and System 44 (Grades 3-10), and Newsela (Grades 3-12). 

District Spotlight for February - The Elmira City School District Uses Technology in …

Reaching Today’s Readers

Teachers have been engaged in numerous 
trainings across the district on using 
computer-based programming to 
successfully implement Tier 2 literacy 
instruction. Teachers have been provided  
trainings which have provided them with 
access to webinars, resources, and 
trainings greatly expanding their 
understanding of the programming.  

Teachers have received training in using 
the Read180, System 44 and iRead 
platforms. These platforms provide 
students with individually tailored learning 
opportunities that specifically target their 
learning needs. Helping teachers 
understand the ways that they can 
effectively use this program to drive 
instruction and support student needs has 
been a paramount focus of the Elmira City 
School District. 

Additionally, ECSD’s Supervisor of School 
Innovation, Alicia Bubb has been working 
to provide professional development 
support with Newsela and its integration 
with the district LMS, Schoology. She has 
coordinated even more offerings and 
support with the utilization of BOCES 
Instructional Support Teachers as well as 
ECSD Teacher Leaders. 

“If we teach today’s 
students as we 

taught yesterday’s, 
we rob them of 

tomorrow.”    
John Dewey (1859-1952)  

20th century  American Philosopher
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** Calendar Art Contest Reminder

http://go.gstric.org/art-contest 

Students Artists! Create some original art on the topic of Online 
Safety. Enter it in our contest and if it is chosen - It will appear in our 
next Calendar. Entries must be received by February 28th, 2020.

Get the full details on our website. Use the shortcut below:
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Digital Citizenship: A Students Perspective **

This was our poster from October 2017

In this issue a student shares some of his knowledge about 
technology and digital citizenship.

Article by Josh, a student at 
Watkins Glen CSD

** We got permission from  
    Josh’s parents before  
    using his name and  
    identifying his district.

Digital citizenship refers to the responsible use of technology by anyone who uses 
computers, the Internet, and digital devices to engage with society on any level. In my 
view digital citizenship means to make sure that when utilizing all digital equipment it is 
with the utmost professionalism. It is being responsible to tech, the internet and digital 
devices like printers and headphones.  

The world of the internet is a big place and the internet has to be treated like a tool to get 
info on something like cats, ham or the time. 

So, what is a digital device? Digital devices like headphones and mobile phones are high 
tech devices powered by a battery or cable and even outlets can power the devices and as 
the user you have to be taking care of your phone. 

Take care of your devices and your safety.

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP FLASHBACK

Download it from http://go.gstric.org/306-rights

From the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited 
Children

Online Video Series

NetSmartz is NCMEC's online safety 
education program. It provides age-
appropriate videos and activities to help 
teach children be safe online. 

The Into the Cloud Home page 
      http://go.gstric.org/306-NSHome  
Into the Cloud Activities (PDF) 
      http://go.gstric.org/306-NSActivities  
Into the Cloud Program Resources 
      http://go.gstric.org/306-NSResources  
Episode Overviews 
      http://go.gstric.org/306-NSEpisodes  
Episode Discussion Guides 
      http://go.gstric.org/306-NSDiscGuides  

Classroom Educator Kit & Poster 
      http://go.gstric.org/306-NSPosterKit 

INTO THE CLOUD
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