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Visit our website: http://www.gstric.org/digital-citizenship/

Digital Citizens, Welcome to a New School Year!
Let’s make it the year of the Digital Citizen!
We ended last year's newsletter with a feeling of hope for a better
school year this year. Now it is time to make that happen! We encourage
all digital citizens out there to BE ACTIVELY INVOLVED in making this
year better in every way that we can!
Most people are heading back to schools that are open for in-person learning even
though they may be implementing some of the protocols that we learned help to keep us safe like limiting large groups, distancing, and using masks. While these techniques may seem
inconvenient they make it so that we don't have to rely on remote learning to keep us safe
from the COVID virus.
ISTE, The International Society for Technology in Education (http://go.gstric.org/
ISTE), has focused much of their efforts on developing competencies that demonstrate to
digital citizens what they CAN DO in a positive way rather than things NOT TO DO (like using
weak passwords). (See page 2 for more about ISTE Digital Citizenship Competencies)

LET’S GET MORE ACTIVE WITH
DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP!
This school year we would like to encourage
teachers, students, and parents to participate in
activities to help develop our understanding and skills
for digital citizenship.

START ENTERING
YOUR ACTIVITIES ON
SEPTEMBER 20th

We would also like to encourage all of you to let
our committee here at GST BOCES know about what
kinds of things you are doing. You can use the email
address listed below (dc@gstboces.org.) or you can use
our new Digital Citizenship Activity-Meter (at left).
You can go to the site http://go.gstric.org/dc-meter
and enter some simple details about your activity and it
will get added to our counter. We would love to see the
counter get to 500 activities this school year.
Send comments, suggestions, and
questions to dc@gstboces.org
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The 5 Competencies of Digital Citizenship
As the digital age con@nues to transform the way we
learn, work, play, and socialize, educators and students
alike need to be aware of evolving skills that are
important to maintaining a thriving, healthy technologic
lifestyle that considers self and their peers.
The Interna@onal Society for Technology in Educa@on
(ISTE) released 5 core-competencies that relate to the
evolving state of our digital lives. Rather than focusing in
on what we shouldn’t do, these 5 competencies discuss
what you should do.

Richard CulaSa, the CEO of ISTE, speaks about a change
in direc@on for Digital Ci@zenship and commiUng to the
5 new competencies. hSp://go.gstric.org/ISTE-video

Over the course of the year, this newsleSer will break down each competency, and give you @ps
and tricks on how you can master each of these areas.

The five competencies of digital citizenship are:
Being Inclusive: “I am open to hearing and respectfully
recognizing multiple viewpoints, and I engage with
others online with respect and empathy.”

Being Informed: “I evaluate the accuracy, perspective,
and validity of digital media and social posts.”

Being Engaged: “I use technology and digital channels
for civic engagement, to solve problems and be a force
for good in both physical and virtual communities.”

Being Balanced: “I make informed decisions about
how to prioritize my time and activities online and off.”

Being Alert: “I am aware of my online actions and
know how to be safe and create safe spaces for others
online.”
Here are some links to ISTE Resources - visit The ISTE home page (hSp://go.gstric.org/ISTE),
The Five Competencies (hSp://go.gstric.org/ISTE-comps) and Commi>ng to Digital
Ci@zenship #DIGCITCOMMIT Resources (hSp://go.gstric.org/digcitcommit)
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NEW REGULAR FEATURE

ASK A SCHOOL LIBRARIAN

INTRODUCING A NEW REGULAR FEATURE WITH MARY ANN THE LIBRARIAN

STUDENT
QUESTION

How can I access e-books
and audiobooks online?

Mary Ann’s Answer:
Every student and staff member in the GST BOCES
region has access to thousands of digital books through a
platform called SORA. Just look on your school library's
webpage and find the SORA rocket guy!
Go to the SORA website and find your school in the
list. Login the same way you login to your network
computer (some districts are different but most of them
use your district network login).
If you have any questions about how to access Sora –
¬
ask your friendly school librarian
or go to the ‘Sora’ page
on our SLS website. Remember to add our two newest
libraries, “NY Reads” and “Southern Tier Library System”
for access to even more books!

The new user-friendly Sora app
was designed around the modern
student reading experience.

GST BOCES SHARED DIGITAL
COLLECTION DASHBOARD

Use these 4 Links for more SORA information:
GST BOCES School Library System website
http://go.gstric.org/gst-sls
SORA page on GST SLS website
http://go.gstric.org/gst-sora
SORA APP website
http://go.gstric.org/sora-app

GST SCHOOL LIBRARY WEBSITE

Library Fun Fact – over 56,300 Sora books were checked out in the 20-21 school year! You can see what is
being checked out in real @me! Ask your school librarian how to do it.
Mary Ann (the librarian) mmunroe@gstboces.org

OCTOBER 18-22, 2021 IS DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP WEEK
Engage students with
Build your digital
daily ac@vi@es
ci@zenship roadmap

Promote digital ci@zenship
in your community

More details in the next issue or go to hdp://go.gstric.org/dig-cit-week
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September 2021 Poster

Based on a collage by Kimberly Kwon - https://www.pinterest.com/kkhymn/ or http://kkhymn.wordpress.com

GST Digital Citizens “This School Year, What Will You Be?…”

You can be kind, compassionate, a voice for change, humble, brave, a teacher,
a reader, a poet, or just yourself. It is up to you. This year, what will you be?

GST BOCES Digital Citizenship Initiative - September 2021

